Intrathoracic extramedullary hematopoietic tumor in hemoglobin H disease.
We report a Chinese patient with hemoglobin H (Hb H) disease who developed intrathoracic extramedullary hematopoiesis (EMH) 17 years following splenectomy for a blunt abdominal injury. The patient initially presented with extreme hyperbilirubinemia and multiple intrathoracic tumors. Hb H disease was diagnosed after investigation, and the marked jaundice, which declined gradually after supportive treatment, was attributed to his chronic hemolysis superimposed on an acute hepatitis C virus infection. A biopsy of the intrathoracic tumors revealed an EMH. Intrathoracic EMH, which is usually encountered in patients with beta-thalassemia and hereditary spherocytosis, has never been reported in Hb H disease. In areas where thalassemia is prevalent, EMH should be considered in the differential diagnosis of patients who have chronic anemia with asymptomatic intrathoracic tumor to avoid unnecessary surgical interventions.